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FREFACE. 


HE Neceſſary Information of a 
P Chriſtian in Matters of Religion, 
l reducible to the following 
do BC Heads. 

Firit, at he ought to believe? 
Secondly, What Duties he is bound to 
erform 

Thirdly, After what Manner be onght 10 
addreſs himſelf to God in Prayer ? 

Fourthly, By what Means and under 
what Conditions he is admitted into the Church 
of Chriſt ? 

Fitthly, How and by what Means be is 
to apply the Sufferings of Chriſt to himſelf, ſo 
as to partake of the Benefits of them ? 

I/hoſoever is well inſtructed in theſe Five 
Points, and lives conformably to ſuch Inſtru- 
tion, is undoubtedly in the direct and ſure 
Way to eternal Salvation. | 
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It were much to be wiſhed that every 
Man, Woman and Child amongſt us could 
diſtinftly repeat the Words of our excellent 
Church Catechiſm: But he ubo cannot do 
this, may yet underſtand them: And if he 
does that well and throughly, there is no part 
of the abovementioned Inſtruction, which will 


be wanting to him, For th: Creed with 


the ſhort Explication in the Catechiſm ſub- 


joined to it will teach him what he is to 


Believe, The Ten Commandments with 
the like Explication will inſlruft him in all 
Parts of his Duty: From the Lords Prayer 
in like. Manner explained he may dearn how 
to Pray: And from the Doctrine there delivered, 
concerning Baptiſm and the Lords-Supper, 
he may be well informed of the Terms upon 
which we come into Chriſt's Church; and 
in what Manner we become Partakers of 
the Benefits of that Sacrifice which. he made 
of Himſelf upon the Croſs for our Redem- 
tion. All theſe Things, I ſay, may ſuffict- 
ently be known, in order to Salvation, by 
every one who well and throughly underſtands 
the Church Catechiſm, tho? poſſibly he may 


not be able to repeat the Words of it. 7 


have by Experience found, that they who can- 
not read, and ſome of thoſe who can, are very 
haraly to be brought to get by heart, or even 
to ene, me Parts of the Catechiſm ; 
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(5) 
particularly thoſe where a ſingle Anfever is 
drawn out into ſome Length; as the ſecond and 
fourth Commandments, the Explication both of 
the Commandments and the Lords Prayer, and 
the Doctrine of the Sacraments. 

For the Eaſe of their Memories, therefore, 
as well as improvement of their Underſtanding, 
1 have in the following Abſtract endeavour'd 
to repreſent the true Senſe of the Catechiſm, in 
the eaſieſt and plaineſt Words I could think of, 
and have made the Anſwers therein as few 
and ſhort alſo, as I could contrive them. 

And fince Religious Injtruftion conſiſts not 
in the repeating a Form of Words, but al- 
together in the Knowledge of neceſſary 


Things; TI think I may truly ſay, That who- 


foever well underſtands this Abſtract, is in a 
good Meaſure inſtructed in the Church Cate- 
chiſm, and in all Things that are neceſſary to 
Salvation. And whatever Form of Words 
is mads uſe of in Catechiſing; it will always 
be neceſſary for the Catechiſt (when be in- 
ſtructs the Ignorant) a little to explain each 
Queſtion and Anſwer, as alſo to prove the 
Contents of every Anſwer from the Holy Scri- 


 ptures. Part of which Explication and Proof 


it will be, ſometimes to recite the Words of each 
of the Ten Commandments, as he puts the 
Dueſtion upon them; and to ſhew that the 
ſhort Explication here given of them is altoge- 
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ther agreeable to their reſpective Deſign and 
Intention, which always reaches farther than 
the Letter. 

The main Subſtance of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion is here contained in forty two ſhort An- 
fwers, none of them difficult to be underſtood 
(at leaſt with a little Explication) even by 
the meaneſt Capacity, 

How eaſy then will it be for the moſt ig no- 
rant Man or even Child, who will but be 
attentive, by the Aſſiſtance of his Pariſh Mini- 
ſter, or any other prudent and well inſtructed 
Chriſtian, in a few Days to learn all that 
God requires from him in order to his everlaſt- 
ing Happineſs * And when ſuch Perſons ar- 
rive at more Underſtanding, it will. be their 
Duty as they become capabls, not only to learn 
the Church Catechiſm, but alſo to be well 
acquainted with the Holy Scriptures, and 
. other Books of Piety and Religion. 
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H Benefit was it to you 
Wall bat you were baptized ? 
Anſwer. GreatBenefit : For, 
by Gop's Bleſſing on his 

—E-Y- own Ordinance of Baptiſm, 
10 was thereby made a Member of the Church 
of Chriſt, a Child of God, and an Inheri- 
tor of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

2. What muſt you do that you may not be 
2 of theſe great Benefits and Advan- 
tapes : 

47 F muſt renounce the Devil, and 
all Manner of Sin and Wickedneſs : I muſt 
believe all the Articles of the Chriſtian 
Faith: And I muſt- give Obedience to all 
Gop's Commandments through the whole 
courſe of my Life. 


3. Re- 
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3. Rehearſe the Articles of the C Hriſtian 
Faith ? 

Believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker 

of Heaven and Earth: And in Jeſus 
Chriſt his only. Son our Lord, who was con- 


ceived by the Holy Ghoſt, born of the Fir- 
gin Mary, ſuffered under Pontius Pilate, 


was crucified, dead, and buried, he deſcended 


into Hell; the third Day he roſe again from 
the dead, he aſcended into Heaven, and ſitteth 
on the right Hand of God the Father Almiphty:; 


From thence he ſhall come to judge the Quick 


and the Dead. I believe in the Holy Gboſt; 
The holy Catholick Church; The Communi- 
on of Saints ; The Forgiveneſs of Sins; The Re- 
ſurrection of the Body, And the Life everlaſt- 
ing, Amen. 


4. What doſt thou hereby chiefly and prin- 
cipally learn to believe. 
Anſ. I learn to believe in God the Fa- 


ther, the Son and the Holy Ghoſt, in whoſe 


Name I was baptized. 


5. What do you believe of God the Father ? - 


Anſ. That by his Almighty Power he 
made me and all the World. 

6. What do you believe of God the Son ? 

Anſ. That he took our Nature upon 
him, died for the Sins of all Mankind, 


roſe again, and aſcended into Glory. 
7. What 
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7. What do you believe of God the Holy 
GH? 
Anſ. That by his Grace and Aſſiſtance all 
faithful Members of Chriſt's Church are 
enabled to lead holy Lives. 

8. What do you believe of Cbriſt's Church ? 

Anſ. That it is an univerſal Church, 
and not confined to any one Nation or 
People. Thar every true Member of this 
Church is holy. That they all ought to 
maintain Communion and Fellowſhip to- 
gether in Chriſt Jeſus. And that ſo doing 
they ſhall obtain Forgiveneſs of their Sins 
and everlaſting Happineſs in the Life to 
come. 


9. How many Commandments has God 


given us? 


Anſ. Chiefly Ten: Being che ſame which 
God himſelf ſpake unto the Children of 
'Hrael. 

10. What does the Firſt Commandment 
require from us ? 

Anſ. That we ſhould love, fear and ho- 
nour God above all things; and give re- 
ligious Worſhip to none but himſelf. 

11. What does the Second Commandment 
require from us? 

Anſ. That we ſhould make no Picture 
or Image of God ; nor worſhip or bow 
down to any Picture or Image whatſoever, 

12. What 
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12. What does the Third Commandment 
require from us? 

Anſ. That we ſhould honour and reve- 
rence the Name of God; and never pro- 
fane it, either by fooliſh Talking, vain or 
falſe Swearing, or Curſing. 

13. What does the Fourth Commandment 
require from us ? 

Anſ. That we ſhould worſhip God, not 
only privately, but publickly alſo: And 
that one Day in Seven ſhould more eſpeci- 
ally be ſet apart for his Worſhip and Ser- 
vice, which amongſt us Chriſtians, is the 
Lord's Day. 

14. What does the Fifth Commandment 
require from us ? 

Anſ. That we ſhould love, honour, 


and obey our Parents, and all our Superi- 


ours in Church and State. 

15. What does the Sixth Commandment 
require from us? 

Anſ. That we ſhould abſtain from Mur- 
der, Hatred, Malice and Revenge, and be 
kindly affectioned one towards another. 

16. What does the Seventh Command- 
ment require from us! 

Anſ. That we ſhould abſtain from Adul- 
tery, Whoredom, and all manner of Lewd- 
neſs in Thought, Word, and Deed: And 
that we ſhould carefully keep our Bodies in 
| Temperance, Sobriety and Chaſtity. 

17. What 
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17. What does the Eighth Commandment 
require from us? 

Anſ. That we ſhould neither ſteal, cheat, 
nor defraud; but honeſtly give to every 
Man whatever is due to him. 

18. What does the Ninth Commandment 


require from us ? 


Anſ. That we ſhould bear falſe Witnefs 
againſt no Man, but abſtain from Evil 
Speaking, Lying and Slandring; and be 
true and ſincere in all that we ay, 

19. What doth the Tenth Commandment 
require from us? 

Anſ. That we ſhould be content with 
that which 1s our own, and not covet what 
belongs to any other Man. 

20. Give me the main Subſtance of all Ged's 
Commandments, in ſhort * 

Anſ. To love God with all our Heartand 
Soul; and to love our Neighbour as we do 


our 8 


21. Are you able of yan to keep theſe 
Commandments : 

Anſw, Not without God's Grace and Aſ- 
ſiſtance, which I muſt continually pray for. 

22, Say the Lords Prayer. 


UR Father which art in Heaven; 
Hallowed be thy Name, Thy King dom 

come, Thy Will be done in Earth, as it is 
in 
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in Heaven. Give us this Day our daily Bread. 
And forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive 


them, that Treſpaſs againſt us. And lead us 


not into Temptation, But deliver us from Evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, the Power, and the 
Glory, for ever and ever, Amen, 


23. Do you pray for your ſelf alone ? 

Anſ. I pray for all Mankind together 
with my ſelf. 

24. What mean you when you ſay, Our 
Father which art in Heaven ? 

Anſ. I give Glory to God, as being our 
Lord and Heavenly Father. 

25. What mean you when you ſay, Hallowed 
be thy Name? 

4 I pray that God's Holy Name may 
be ſanctified and reverenced through the 
World. 


26. What mean you when you ſay, Thy 


Kingdom come ? 

Anſ. I pray that all Men may become 
obedient unto God, as their eternal King; 
and that we all may be partakers of his 
Heavenly Kingdom. 

27. What mean you when you ſay, Thy 
Will be done in Earth as it is in Heaven? 

Anſ. T pray that we may all be obedient 
to Goil's Will here on Earth, as the holy 
Angels and bleſſed Spirits are in Heaven. 

22. hat 
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27. What mean you when you ſay Give 
us this Day our daily Bread. 

Anſ. I pray that God would give us the 
Neceſſaries of Life, of which Bread is reck- 
oned to be the chief. 

29. What mean you when you ſay Forgive 
us our Treſpaſſes as we forgive them that 
treſpaſs againſt us? 

Anſ. I pray that as we forgive all other 
Men who have wronged us, ſo God would 
forgive us our Sins, whereby we have of- 
tended him. 

30. What mean you when you ſay Lead 
us not into Temptation ? 

Anſ. I pray that God would preſerve 
us from every Thing that may tempt or 


draw us into Sin. 


31. What mean you when you ſay Deliver 
us from Evil? 

Anſ. T pray that God would deliver 
us from all Calamities and Afflictions of this 
World: But above all, from the Evil ot 
Sin, and the conſequent Evil of eternal 
Damnation. 

32. What mean you when you ſay Thine. 
1s the Kingdom, the Power, and the Glo- 
ry, for ever andever? | 

Anſ. I give Praiſe and Glory to God 
for the Greatneſs of his Power and Ma- 


jeſty. 
B 33. Why 
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33. Why do you ſay Amen at the End 
both of the Creed and the Lord's Prayer ? 

Anſ. Amen ſignifies as much as very, 
truly, or ſo be it: And I pronounce it at 
the End both of my Creed and my Prayers, 
to ſhew that my Heart agrees with my 
Mouth. 

34. How many divine Ordinances are there, 
which are commonly called by the Name of 
Sacraments ? 

Anſ. Two only, as generally neceſſary to 
Salvation; that is to ſay, Bapii/m and The 
Supper of the Lord. 

35. What is the outward and viſible Part 
of Baptiſm? _. 

Anſ. Water, wherein Chriſt has com- 
manded every Man to be baptized, in the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoſt. 

36. What is the inward and inviſible part 
of it? | 

Anſ. God's Grace and Bleſling attending 
his own Ordinance whereby we are cleanſ— 
ed from the Pollution of Sin; admitted. 
into the Favour of God, as his Children, 
and enabled to live in Obedience to him. 

37. What is required from Perſons to be bap- 
tized ? 


Anſ. Faith and Rep entance. 


38. Why 


615) 

38. Why then are Infants baptized, who 
5 bath of believing and repent- 
in 

SO. They are bound to believe and re- 
pent as ſoon as they become capable: Of 
which their Parents and Sureties, who 
bring them to Baptiſm are obliged to take 
all due care. 

39. Why was the Sacre of the Lord's 
Supper ordained ? 

Anſ. It was ordained for the continual 
Remembrance of the Sacrifice of the Death 
of Chriſt, and of the Benefits which we 
EE thereby, 

What is the outward and viſible Part 
of the Lord's Supper? 

Anſ. Bread and Wine; both which Chriſt 
has commanded to be received. 

41. What is the inward and inviſible Part 
of it ? 

Anſ. The Communion or Participation 
of the Body and Blood of Chriſt ; which 
through Faith we ſpiritually receive in the 
Lord's Supper, and thereby are made par- 
takers of the Benefits of his Death and 
Paſſion. 

42. What Preparation is required of thoſe 
who come to The Lord's Supper? 
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Anſ. True Repentance for all paſt Sins, 
with a ſtedfaſt Purpoſe of leading an Holy 
Life, for the Time to come: Faith in 
Feſus Chriſt, with a thankful Remembrance 
of his Death, and Charity towards all 
Mankind. 
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 TenCOMMANDMENTS. 


I 


HOU fhalt have none other Gods but 
me, 
II. 


" Thou ſhalt not make to thy ſelf any graven 
Image, nor the Likeneſs of any Thing that is 
in Heaven above, or in the Earth beneath, or 
in the Water under the Earth, Thou ſhalt 
not bow down to them, nor worſhip them : 
For I the Lord thy Ged am a jealous Gd, 
and viſit the Sins of the Fathers upon ihe 
Children, unto the third and fourth genera- 
tion of them that hate me, and ſhew Mercy 
unto Thouſands, of them that love me, and 
keep my Commanaments, 


III. 
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III. 

Thou ſhalt not take the Name of the Lord 

thy God in vain: For the Lord will not hold 
him guiltleſs, that taketh his Name in vain. 


IV. 


Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath 
Day. Six Days ſbalt thou labour, und do 
all that thou haſt lo do; but the ſeventh Day 
is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God. In it 
thou ſhalt do no Manner of Work, thou, and 
thy Son, and, thy Daughter, thy Man-ſer- 
vaut, and thy Maid-ſervant, thy Cattle and 
the Stranger, that is within thy Gates, For 
in fix Days the Lord made Heaven and 
Earth, the Sea, and all that in them is, and 
reſted the ſeventh Day; Wherefore the Lord 
bleſſed the ſeventh Day and hallowed it. 


V. 
Honour thy Father and thy Mother, that 


thy Days may be long, in the Land which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee. 


Ton /halt do no Murder. 


VII. 


\ 


( 18.) 


VII, 
Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery, 
VIII, 
Thou ſhalt not ſteal. 
| IX. 
42 not bear falſe Witneſs againſt 
thy "te = 
X. 


Thou Halt not covet thy Neighbour s 
Houſe, thou ſhalt not covet thy Neighbour”s 
Wife, nor his Servant, nor his Maid, nor 
his Ox, nor his Aſs, nor any T, bing that 
i his, : 
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XXVII. The true Churchman ſet in a juſt and 
clear Light; or an Eſſay towards the Right Cha- 
racter of a Faithful Son of the Eſtabliſhed Church. 
The ſecond Edition. Price 44. or 1/. 55, per 
Hundred, : | 

XXVIIT. A fincere Chriſtian and Convert from 
the Church of Rome, exemplified in the Caſe of 
Daniel Herly, a poor Irih Peaſant. Price 3d. or 20s, 
per Hundred. | 

XXIX. Sober Thoughts for the Cure of Me- 
lancholy, eſpecially that which is religious. Price 2d. 
or 125. per Hundred, 

XXX. An Abſtract of the Church Catechiſm 
briefly containing the Subſtance of all that is Ne- 


2 to Salvation. Price 2 d. or 12s, per Hun- 
ed. 


XXXI. A 


( 23) 


XXXI. A Diſcourſe of Confirmation; in a Dia- 
logue between the Miniſter of a Pariſh and a young 
Servant Maid named Sarah. Containing proper In- 
ſtruftions for ſuch as are to be confirmed. Humbly 
offered to the Conſideration of all Parents and others 
who have the Care of educating Youth. Price 2d. or 
122. per Hundred. 

XXXII. Advice to a Young Divine concerning 
Preaching. Price 14. or 6s. per Hundred. 

XXXIII. Two Tracts; the one, Directions to a 
ſober Chriſtian for the acceptable offering up the Lord's 
Prayer to God in his Private Devotions; the other, 
Sober Thoughts on the Doctrine of Predeſtination. 
Price 1 d. or 6s. per Hundred. 

XXXIV. The Root and Spring of true Virtue and 


Piety; a Sermon preached at Tuam, much enlarged. 
Price 4d. or 11, 5s. per Hundred, 


— 


The Church Catechiſm, with ſingle Proofs taken 
from the Words of Scripture only, after a New Me- 
thod. By the Reverend Mr. Bunbury. The ſeventh 
Edition. To which are added, Graces, and a Morn- 
ing and Evening Prayer. Price 2d. or 125. per Hun- 
dred. 

A brief Expoſition of the Catechiſm of the Church 
of England, in an eaſy and familiar Method, for the 
Uſe of Perſons of tender Years and moderate Attain- 
ments. By N. Clark, Rector of Shafton St. James 
in the County of Dorſet, Price 3d. or 20s. per Hun- 
dred. | 

The Spirit of St. Paul; or the Sentiments of this 
Great Apoſtle relating to a Chriſtian Life and Con- 
verſation. Adapted to all the Days of the Month. 
Together with an Appendix of ſelect Collects and 
Prayers. With Forms of Morning, Noon and Eve- 
ning Service; taken from the Liturgy of the Church 
of England, and the beſt Englih Writers in the De- 
votional Way. By Tho, Morrit, A. M. Price Bound 15. 


Prepara- 


( 24 ) 

»Preparations to a Holy Life, or Devotions for Fa- 
milies and private Perſons; with Devotions ſuited to 
moſt particular Caſes: Alſo Meditations, Prayers, and 
Rules for the moſt pious obſerving the Holy Time 
of Lent. By tbe Author of the Week's Preparation to 
the Sacrament. The ſeventb Edition. Price bound 1s. 

The Church Catechiſm explained to the meaneſt 
Capacity ; not only in Queſtions and Anſwers, as uſual; 
but, after each Anſwer is an Enlargement by the 
Catechiſt, for the Improvement and farther Inſtructi- 
on of the Corgregation in general Uſeful for all 
Families. The ſecond Edition reviſed. By Fo. Briggs, 
M. A. and Vicar of Kirkburton in the County of 
York. Price bound 15. 6d. 

Divine Poems. Containing the Hiſtory of Jonah, 
Efther, Job, Sampſon. Together with Sion's Sonnets, 
Elegies. Written and augmented by Francis 2 uarles, 
The fifth Edition. Now illuſtrated with Sculptures 
to the ſeveral Hiſtories, not in the former Editions. 
Price bound 25. 6d. 

A Compendious View of the Religion of Nature De- 
lineated; being an Abridgment of Mr. Moolaſton's 
Treatiſe under that Title, To which is added an 
Appendix concerning the Chriſtian Religion. The 
ſecond Edition corrected. Price 25s. Bound. 

A ſhorf View of the Profaneneſs and Immorality of 
the Engliſh Stage, ec. with the ſeveral Defences of 
the ſame: In anſwer to Mr. Congreve, Dr. Drake, 
Cc. &c. By Jeremy Collier, A. M. The fifth Edition. 
Price neatly Bound 4s. 

A View of the ancient and preſent State of the 
Churches of Door, Home-Lacy, and Hempſtead, endow- 
ed by the Right Hon. John Lord Viſcount Scudamore; 
with ſome Memoirs of that ancient Family; and an 
Appendix of Records and Letters relating to the ſame 
Subject. By Matthecu Gibſon, A. M. Rector of Door. 
In 4%. Price Bound 73. 
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